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He dedicates the volume ' ' to all missionaries of every Christian creed laboring in 
China," and collects a number of documents proving that the suppression of non- 
Confucian thought is deemed a basic principle of the Chinese government. This 
spirit is characterised in the Confucian dictum quoted by De Groot as a motto on 
the title-page, "The cultivation of heresy is so injurious!" 

De Groot is one of the best-informed Sinologues, and the present volume is 
brimfull of valuable facts. He explains in the first chapter the fundamental prin- 
ciples of Confucianism regarding heresy, implying the request of its suppression. 
The second chapter contains a historical survey of religious persecution in China 
up to the seventeenth century. Persecution is not limited to non-Chinese religions 
but involves also Buddhist and Taoist sects. Chapter III. offers the documents 
containing the original text and faithful translations of the laws on convents and 
religious life. It is astonishing that, under these restrictions, it was at all possible 
for Buddhism to flourish ; but the need of a religious faith and the satisfaction of 
a hope beyond the present life, such as Buddhism offers to the yearnings of the 
heart, overruled all obstacles and forced Buddhism again and again to the front, 
so that even in court circles and for the private religious wants of the emperor and 
his family Buddhist ceremonies proved indispensable. Chapter IV. contains the 
law against heresy and sects; Chapter V. discusses sectarianism, especially the 
power of the White Lotus Sect; Chapter VI. is devoted to the Sien T'ien, an im- 
portant sect of Taoism ; Chapter VII. characterises the Lun Hwa sect, its deities, 
its meeting places, the degrees of its devotees, initiation ceremonies and higher 
consecrations, its festivals, its influence in Chinese home life, and the observances 
in honor of the dead. The supplementary notices on sectarianism and heresy are 
relegated to the eighth chapter. 

No one who wishes to be fully informed concerning the sad state of affairs in 
the religious life of China can afford to disregard Professor De Groot's book. p. c. 

Chinas Religionen. Zweiter Teil : Lao-ts'i und seine Lehre. Von Dr. Rudolj 

Dvordk, ord. Professor der oriental. Philologie an der k. k. bohm. Univer- 

sitat in Prag. Milnster, i. W. : Aschendorff. 1903. Pages, viii, 216. 

Aschendorff of Miinster is a Roman Catholic publishing house which brings 

out quite a number of valuable publications, the general aim and tendency of which 

is to reconcile faith and revelation. The present work by Dr. Rudolf Dvorak is 

one volume in a series of contributions to an exposition of non-Christian religions. 

The author, who is Professor of Oriental Philology at the Bohemian University of 

Prague (an institution which is distinct from the German University in the same 

city), takes special interest in Chinese studies and is the author of a volume on 

Confucius and his doctrine * which appeared several years ago in the same series 

1 Confucius und seine Lehre. (Chinas Religionen. ErsterTeil.) Minister 
i. W. 1895. Aschendorffsche Buchhandlung. 
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as the first volume of China's Religions, a book distinguished by careful study of 
the subject and the collection of all the material that is apt to be of interest to 
European readers. 

While the first volume of Dvorak's book on China's Religions treats of the 
life and doctrines of the man who shaped the destiny of the nation, the second vol- 
ume is devoted to the second important man of China, the old philosopher Lao-Tsi. 1 

Dvorak briefly discusses in the first chapter, Lao-Tsi's Life, quoting the report 
of Ssi-ma-tshien (p. 1), the great Chinese historian and alluding to other reports in 
the Confucian Analects and Cuang-tsi's (p. 7) report. 2 

Speaking of the authenticity of Lao-Tsi" s book Tao-Teh-King, our author (in 
Chap. II.) accepts the current Chinese tradition as reliable and rejects Giles's the- 
ory of its spuriousness. 

The bulk of Dvorak's book contains an exposition of Lao-Tsi's doctrine. Chap- 
ter III. contains a general exposition of the author's conception of Lao-Tsi's phi- 
losophy. He declares that Lao-Tsi believed (1) in Tao as the supreme being, (2) in 
Tek as the manifestation of the Tao, (3) in Tao as the origin of the world, from 
which come first heaven and earth, then the world of spirits, and finally the ten 
thousand things, among which two must be specially mentioned ; the water, on ac- 
count of its prominent qualities, and man as the highest creature. As to Tek, Lao- 
Tsi lifts up the ideal of the saintly man as a prototype for other creatures, and he 
characterises the saint first as a private personality, secondly as a member of so- 
ciety, and finally exalts him in politics as the ideal of a ruler. 

This general sketch is discussed in detail in the fourth chapter, which alone 
contains more than half of the whole book (pages 33 to 130). He discusses the 
ideas of Tao and Tek, Lao-Tsi's conception of creation through the Yin and 
Yang, his idea of the unity of the heaven and earth, of spirits and ghosts, of 
the ten thousand things (the entirety of the visible creation), the ideal of the 
superior man, and the idea of the saintly man, and finally Lao-Tsi's conception of 
immortality, which may be briefly characterised as a final return to the Tao. Our 
author adds rightly that the alchemistic tendencies of later Taoism only prove how 
much Lao-Tsi was misunderstood by his later followers. 

Chapter V. is an interesting comparison between Lao-Tsi and Confucius, from 
which, however, it becomes apparent how much the two sages agreed in spite of 
all claimed differences. 

The sixth chapter is a brief description of Lao-Tsi's influence upon China, and 



1 We purposely retain in this article the spelling of Dvorak, although we are 
used to a different transcription of the Chinese characters and deem his method 
misleading at least to English-speaking readers, but since no system is perfect, we 
allow every author the right to use his own and striving to accomodate ourselves 
to readers of his book, we accept for review his own method of transcription. 

2 For translation into English of the same account, see Carus's Lao-Tze. 
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the last chapter is a resume of the literature on Lao-Tsi among Western thinkers 
and a short review of the several translations that have heretofore appeared. 

The book is carefully prepared, and the opinions of the author are both just 
and well matured. 

The Mental Traits of Sex. An Experimental Investigation of the Normal Mind 
in Men and Women. By Helen Bradford Thompson, Ph. &., Sometime 
Fellow in the Department of Philosophy, the University of Chicago, Director 
of the Psychological Laboratory, Mount Holyoke College. Chicago : The 
University of Chicago Press. 1903. Pages, vii, 188. Price, $1.25. 

This little work by Helen Bradford Thompson oomes from the Psychological 
Laboratory of the University of Chicago which is under the direction of Professor 
James Rowland Angell, and may be taken as a sample of the work that is accom- 
plished in this institution. The author's material consisted mainly of students of 
the University of Chicago, and she subjected them to experiments which fall into 
seven groups, ' ' dealing respectively with motor ability, skin and muscle senses, 
taste and smell, hearing, vision, intellectual faculties, and affective processes. One 
chapter of this monograph is devoted to each group. A list of the experiments 
under each group will be found at the beginning of each chapter. At the end of 
each chapter there is a comparison of results with those of other investigators, and 
a general summary." 

These seven chapters, II. to VIII., are illustrated by diagrams, and the result 
is summed up in tables which make it easy to judge at a glance what were the re- 
sults of the experiments. The summary of the author's conclusions is set forth in 
the last chapter. 

As to discriminative sensibility, our author says : ' ' The number of cases in 
which the advantage is on the side of the women is greater than the number of 
cases in which it is on the side of the men. The thresholds are on the whole lower 
in women ; discriminative sensibility is on the whole better in men. Those sensory 
judgments into which sensations of movement enter directly, such as the discrim- 
ination of lifted weights and of visual lines and areas are somewhat better in men. 
All these differences, however, are slight. 

' ' As for the intellectual faculties, women are decidedly superior to men in 
memory, and possibly more rapid in associative thinking. Men are probably su- 
perior in ingenuity. In general information and intellectual interests there is no 
difference characteristic of sex." 

For the sake of comparing her own views with the prevailing biological view 
of the mental differences between the sexes, our author characterises its general 
tenets as follows : 

' ' The differentiation between the sexes in the course of evolution has been in 
the direction of a sort of division of labor, the male assuming the processes of nu- 
trition and the female those of reproduction, which has made women more anabolic 



